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darkness 

in the deep woods  
sleeping starlings . . . 
these old trees do not know 
our names 

 

 
cracked pillars 

no longer stand 
between us . . . 
admitting all the times 
I’ve been wrong  

 
 
avoiding the calm 

his restless thoughts 
never waiting . . . 
I glimpse the turbulent water 
beneath the bridge 

 
 
a long pause 

in the conversation 
about grandma’s death 
the sound of wind 

between mountains 

 
 
hidden faces 

in the Makah totem pole 
drifting fog . . . 
in the palms of my hands 

 

 
 
winter wind 
between passing clouds 

the warmth of stars 
I imagine 
you are still here 

 
 
not wanting 
to break our silence 

evening fog . . . 
through cracks in ice 
the buds of yellow roses 

 
                 For Michelle Hyatt      

 
 

a time warp 
in grandpa’s stream 
my reflection . . . 
the long journey 

of mountain rain 
 

 

left behind 
in father’s garage 
unfinished projects — 
I breathe in the scent 

of metal and rain 

the smell of salmon 
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